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BRINGING
THE BELL
HOME
Herd wins
over Bobcats
44-14

RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

Redshirt senior Ra’Shawde Myers carries The Bell
after the Herd defeated the Ohio University Bobcats
Saturday at Joan C. Edwards Stadium.

BARKING FUN
AT FIRST FURFEST
By EMILY RICE

THE PARTHENON
Man’s best friend, and man himself, gathered for carnival fun at this year’s first FurFest
this weekend at Harris Riverfront Park in
downtown Huntington.
All proceeds from the event benefited Little
Victories, a no-kill animal shelter in Ona.
The event, which included a full carnival,
complete with a Ferris wheel, clown and face
painting, began Sept. 10 and came to a close
Saturday.
In addition to the other attractions, Little
Victories brought in dogs and cats Saturday,
which were available for adoption.
“We’ve had a handful of adoptions because
of FurFest, and a lot of people have come out,”
said Joshua Morrison, site supervisor of Little
Victories.
Morrison said that the main goal of FurFest
was to educate the community and find homes
for the animals.
“We take abandoned or neglected animals
and try to place them in good, loving homes,”
Morrison said. “We have about 170 dogs and
cats right now.”
Little Victories is a no-kill shelter, which
means they rely on foster homes and volunteers to keep their organization up and
running. They welcome anyone who is

willing to volunteer at the shelter or foster
the animals in need of a home, Morrison
said.
The idea for FurFest came from the organization’s director, Rebecca Crowder.
“It was her vision to have something to get
the whole community involved in rescuing
animals,” Morrison said.
Morrison said he was grateful to local businesses for their support, such as radio station
93.7 The Dawg and the city of Huntington.
“I’d really like to thank Huntington for coming out, and letting us do it and supporting us,”
Morrison said.
Paul and Sara Dempsey of Huntington said
they heard about the event from a good friend
who works at Little Victories.
The Dempsey’s brought their children and
their dog, a rescue named Linus Dempsey.
“They’re having a good time, and Linus
won largest dog,” Paul Dempsey said. “We just
wanted to come out and support a good cause:
a no-kill animal shelter.”
“I am happy to see the community come together to support such a good cause,” Sarah
Dempsey said. “Hopefully, it will grow each
year and raise awareness for such a good
cause.”
Emily Rice can be contacted at rice121@
marshall.edu.
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Brooke Turner of Florida and puppy,
Poochy cuddle at FurFest Saturday at Harris
Riverfront Park.

Hank and Bear, rescues from Little
Victories, hug it out at FurFest
Saturday at Harris Riverfront

INSIDE:

NEWS, 2

SPORTS, 3

> BATTLE FOR THE BELL
> KIDS IN MOTION
> MEMORIAL BELL TOWER 5K > WOMEN’S SOCCER
> DEVON JOHNSON
> ISO

OPINION, 4
> ADRIAN PETERSON
> SELF-ACCEPTANCE
> ISRAEL

LIFE!, 6 TODAY’S

> TIFF

WEATHER:
HIGH 77°
LOW 48°

C M Y K 50 INCH

2

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2014

| MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM

|

YMCA program gets ‘Kids in Motion’ with ‘exergaming’ workout
By BRIANNA PAXTON

BELOW: Assistant program director of Kids in
Motion Rachel Stewart instructs a group of
participants during the program.
RIGHT: Kids participate in “exergaming” at
the YMCA as part of a program called Kids
in Motion. The program encourages kids to
engage in strength, flexibility and endurance
training while still having fun.

THE PARTHENON
Kids in Motion, an exercise
and nutrition program offered
by the Phil Cline Family Y center in Huntington, is working
to improve overall health of
children around the tri-state.
YMCA Kids in Motion has
collaborated with Cabell Huntington Hospital, Cabell County
Schools, Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine and St.
Mary’s Medical Center.
The program offers a variety
of exercises and equipment to
keep children engaged in physical activity.
Rachel Stewart, assistant
program director of Kids in
Motion, said the most important part is that the children
are having fun, and they’re
learning these habits that
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will hopefully continue into
adulthood.
“When they come in,” Stewart
said, “we want to have the lights
going, we want to have music,
we want to make it a fun atmosphere that encourages the kids
to get moving and to enjoy it as
well.”
Children participating in Kids
in Motion engage in strength,
flexibility and endurance training by having fun and playing
games.
“All of our equipment comes
from a company called Motion
Fitness and it’s called exergaming,” Stewart said. “One piece of
equipment I really like is called
the T-Wall, which has 64 lights,
and kids can punch out the lights.
It really gets you moving and
keeps you aware. A lot of people
like the exerbikes, it’s something

Second annual 5k benefits Memorial Bell Tower Fund
By EMILY RICE

THE PARTHENON
Participants ran under
cloudy skies, but perfect
running weather Saturday
morning at the second annual Memorial Bell Tower
5k Run/Walk at Spring Hill
Cemetery in Huntington.
The event was part of
a week-long celebration
of Spring Hill Cemetery’s
140th anniversary. Other
events included Patriot
Day, a photography contest, a kid’s coloring
contest,
guided
tours
through the cemetery, a
day of reflection and the
Healing Field.
All proceeds from the 5k
benefit the Memorial Bell
Tower Fund.
“We have had a much
better turn out this year

than last year,” said Stacey
Leep, recreation programmer at Greater Huntington
Parks
and
Recreation
District.
Mary Johnson, Huntington resident and winner of
this year’s female category,
said she enjoys running
the course.
“I ran last year and came
in second,” Johnson said.
“It is a beautiful course
with the Healing Field, and
it is for a good cause.”
According to Spring Hill
Cemetery’s website, the
trail includes views of the
city of Huntington, the
Healing Field, the Marshall
Memorial and the Memorial Bell Tower.
The Healing Field is a
large section of land featuring flags that memorialize

the thousands of victims of
the 9/11 tragedy, the lives
lost in the 1970 Marshall
Plane Crash, the veterans
of the Armed Forces and
lost loved ones, according
to the Spring Hill Cemetery website.
“It is the only Healing
Field in the state of West
Virginia, and there are
over 3,000 flags,” Leep
said. “It is an opportunity for the community to
come together and reflect
and then move forward
together.”
Leep said he is grateful for the community
support and the volunteers that helped with the
event.
“We had HIMG set up
the hydration station,
and the Huntington High

School Cheerleaders are
helping with the route,”
Leep said.
Sandy Marshall, Huntington resident and first-time
participant in the Memorial
Bell Tower 5k, said she enjoyed her run.
“I think it was very well
organized,” Marshall said.
“The trail was very beautiful
and weather was absolutely
perfect.”
Community support was
an incentive for many of the
participants.
“I think a community
event motivates a lot of people,” Jim Porter, of Lavalette,
said. “I have heard a lot of
people say they won’t run
unless it is for a good cause.”
Emily Rice can be
contacted at rice121@
marshall.edu.
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the kids really like to do. They
love to play Xbox games, and
kids can keep them moving by
pedaling the bike; that’s really
cool. The kids really get excited
with that piece of equipment.”
The nutrition element of the
program takes place at Huntington’s Kitchen, where dieticians
educate the children and families on nutrition.
“They do a cooking demonstration on a healthy meal, then
they break up the kids and their
families, and then they actually
cook what they were taught,”
Stewart said. “The kids are getting their hands dirty in the
kitchen, and it’s really neat to
see the parents are actually involved, too.”
Brianna Paxton can be
contacted at paxton30@marshall.edu.

ISO
meeting
By DONYELLE MURRAY

ABOVE: Runner Mary
Johnson comes in
first in the female
category.
LEFT: Winners in each
category gather for a
group photo.

THE PARTHENON
The International Student
Organization is having its first
club meeting Tuesday. The
meeting will be in Old Main
Room 321, known as the Global
Study Lounge.
Andrea Celerio, the club facilitator, said she is excited to
welcome new and old members
to this year’s club meetings.
“I want everyone to get to
know international students
here at Marshall,” Celerio said.
“This club is for anyone interested in learning other cultures
and languages.”
The club aims to unite international students, study abroad
students, INTO students or anyone who wants to be involved
in the organization.
“We want to increase international awareness,” Celerio
said. “We want to educate our
community and help them adjust to the change of seeing
more international students,
and be more open about it.”
ISO is looking to change the
stereotypes that people in the
Huntington community have of
international people by creating events and other activities
that will make them known and
show who they are.
“We are organizing an international float for the
homecoming parade,” Celerio
said. “We are also organizing,
planning and helping out with
the international festival coming in November, which is a
huge event.”
Donyelle Murray can be
contacted at murray91@
marshall.edu.
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Ring that bell
By SHANNON STOWERS

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
When the Ohio University Bobcats opened
the 2014 Battle for the Bell with a 53-yard pass
from quarterback Derrius Vick, it could have
been a “here we go again” moment for the Thundering Herd, but this wouldn’t be a re-run from
the last three years.
The Herd defense shut down the Bobcats on
the next three plays and forced Ohio to settle
for a very obtainable 19-yard field goal; but
Bobcats kicker Josiah Yazdani missed the goal,
kicking it wide left. That would set the tone for
the rest of the day.
The Herd answered with a field goal. Three
minutes later, Marshall quarterback Rakeem
Cato found wide receiver Davonte Allen on
back-to-back passes, including a 25-yard touchdown catch that would bump Cato’s streak of
consecutive games with a touchdown pass to
35.
Allen, coming off a strong performance against
University of Rhode Island last weekend (five
catches for 115 yards), had a career day against
the Bobcats, tallying five catches for 137-yards
and two touchdowns. Allen wasn’t the only one
to have a career-best day. Redshirt freshman
Angelo Jean-Louis reeled in four catches for 158
yards, including a 77-yard touchdown catch on
an improvised scramble and throw from Cato,
who finished with 425 passing yards and four
touchdowns.
Thundering Herd head coach Doc Holliday
praised the likes of Allen and Jean-Louis after
the game.
“Our outside receivers came up with some
big plays,” Holliday said. “If we can continue to
get production out of those outside guys, it will
open up the run game, and Shuler and those inside guys will be more productive.”
The running game saw itself open up in the
second half. Marshall, sharing the load in the
running game, attacked the Bobcats defense

with the two-headed monster of Devon Johnson and Steward Butler. Butler had plenty of
motivation coming into the game this year after
fumbling twice last year at Ohio, including one
that was returned for a touchdown, putting the
Bobcats ahead 17-7.
Butler said the game had been in the back of
his mind all week and even all summer, and he
had to redeem himself.
“I was running with a purpose,” Butler said. “I
owed them one.”
The junior running back certainly did run
with a purpose. Butler racked up 120 yards on
the ground.
Johnson also added 91 yards and a touchdown on the ground behind an offensive line
that Cato applauded after the game.
“I thought we did a great job up front the
whole game,” Cato said. “They played lights out
all day.”
Lights out is how the Herd had to play if it
wanted to win 44-14. Marshall outgained the
Bobcats 705-377, marking the second game
straight game the Herd offense has totaled more
than 700 yards of offense. Outside of Cato’s red
zone interception, which was only the second of
his career, the Herd took care of the football—
something it hadn’t done the last three years.
Jean-Louis attributed the success of the team
to playing a complete game.
“All week we preached ‘let’s have a great
game,’” Jean-Louis said. “Instead of just playing
45 minutes of the game and slowing down, let’s
play 60 minutes and see where it takes us, and
it took us somewhere good.”
It took the Herd to the top of the Conference
USA standings as the only 3-0 team. It took the
Bell Trophy away from the Bobcats for at least a
year. Most importantly though, it takes the Herd
to Akron next Saturday—still undefeated, with
the dream of an unbeaten season still alive.
Shannon Stowers can be contacted at
stowers44@marshall.edu.

Herd women’s soccer
draws 1-1vs Cincinnati

By BRADLEY HELTZEL

THE PARTHENON
“Bend but don’t break” became the motto for
Marshall University’s women’s soccer team Friday as it held off Cincinnati’s attacking offense
in the two overtime marathon of a match. It
fought its way to a 1-1 tie, bringing its record to
2-2-2 on the season.
The Herd got on the board first, taking a 1-0
lead with just under a minute to go in the first
half, when junior forward Erin Simmons scored
her second goal in as many games by converting
a penalty kick. The goal was Simmons’ second
goal of the year and the 12th of her career, placing her in sole possession of eighth place in
school history. Head coach Kevin Long said he
was pleased with Simmons’ penalty kick and
her overall performance and also said that Simmons needs to continue her stellar play if the
team is to have success down the stretch this
season.
Simmons was awarded a penalty kick after
she was knocked down, while receiving a pass
in the penalty box. The foul on Simmons and the
ensuing penalty kick was made possible due to
an outstanding hustle play by senior Kristine
Culicerto, as she sped past a Cincinnati player
and tracked the ball down just before it went
out of bounds to gain possession for the Herd
deep in Cincinnati’s end.
After taking the 1-0 lead into what was a
pretty even first half, the Herd’s defense endured relentless pressure for much of the
second half as the Bearcats ramped up their
offensive attack. The Bearcats scored just over
five minutes into the second half to tie the game
when Emily Elsbrock chipped in a goal off an assist from Megan Cravenor.

Cincinnati continued to challenge the Herd
defense, firing three shots on goal in just the
first ten minutes of the second half en route
to generating eight total shots in the half. Also,
the Bearcats kept the action at Marshall’s end
as they had nine corner kicks in the half while
the Herd had none, giving the Bearcats an enormous 13-1 edge for the game.
Despite the constant pressure, the Herd defense would not yield as it came up with four
saves in the second half alone. The physical
match (45 total fouls called) went into overtime
tied at one as Herd goalkeeper, Lizzie Kish, leapt
high to snatch the ball out of the air as time
expired.
The first and second overtime were like much
of the second half, with the Marshall defense
pulling together to hold off multiple Cincinnati
surges as they fired four shots to Herd’s one.
The Herd’s best chance at a goal, and an outright win, came in the second overtime when a
header by freshman forward Katie Suchodolski
was a bit too high, just missing the top of the
goal.
After the game, coach Long said that he felt the
team was trying to hang on for most of the match
as Cincinnati possessed a clear advantage in many
of the statistical categories. Long said the Bearcats
beat the Herd at their own game a bit, particularly
by using their height and athleticism to take balls
out of the air, leading to more possessions and
opportunities.
The Herd is on the road for its next two matches
before returning to the Veterans Memorial Soccer Complex, where it will begin conference
play Sept. 27 against Western Kentucky.
Bradley Heltzel can be contacted at Heltzel@marshall.edu

Herd women’s soccer takes the field
Saturday against Cincinnati RICHARD CRANK| THE PARTHENON

Offensive Lineman Chris Jasperse celebrates Saturday’s
win against Ohio University. RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

“

“I thought we did a great job up front
the whole game. They played lights
out all day. Marshall
” quarterback Rakeem Cato
		

Johnson, hard like a rock

By LACHEL HOUSE

THE PARTHENON
Surrounded by media, Devon Johnson sat poised and focused, answering questions about Ohio
University at the Joan C. Edwards stadium. After becoming the new leading rusher in the first two
games in Herd football history, the junior running back’s hardcore style of play has made him an
instant impact player for the Herd.
The 2014 summer camp was special for Johnson, who trained for his favorite position of running back. In his early years, he was influenced by Detroit Lions running back Barry Sanders,
whose high caliber style of play inspired him.
“I like his style of running,” Johnson said. “He’s fast, and he can be physical at some points.”
Johnson said he has watched tape and YouTube clips of Sanders, and tries to channel his physicality in his own gameplay. Aside from being a hall of fame running back, Johnson said he was a
great role model as well.
“He was just a great guy all the way around,” Johnson said. “He stayed out of trouble, and he did
the right thing.”
In past years, Johnson has found his way into the Ultimate Fighting Championship ring. With
NFL players, such as Clay Matthews and Brian Cushing, using UFC training as a way to keep in
shape during the offseason, there are clearly a few perks. Johnson said that UFC training helps
with the mental aspect of the game.
“To be a UFC fighter, the training is mental,” Johnson said. “Physical, too, but you have to be
mentally ready when you train, and I think that’s what helps me and other football players get
ready for football.”
Johnson said he believes this mental training has helped him become prepared for the field,
especially during camp.
“Football is all mental,” Johnson said. “It can definitely be mental during camp, and you have to
have a strong mentality going into football.”
This strong mentality has helped Johnson become a player that, as described by Marshall University head coach Doc Holliday, is hard like a rock. It even earned him the nickname Rockhead in
his freshman year after the Western Carolina game.
“I was a fullback, and I laid a great block for Taliaferro on a Western Carolina safety,” Johnson
said. “I killed him.”
Johnson earned a plethora of awards and recognition in high school, on both the defensive and
offensive sides of the ball. In his three years at Marshall, he has played three different positions:
tight end, linebacker and running back. However, Johnson said running back always came naturally to him.
“When I started camp, I was like, ‘man, I haven’t played running back in a while’,” Johnson said.
“All of a sudden, when I got in the backfield, everything was right.”
Chris Barclay, Herd running back coach, played a major role in Johnson’s transition during the
2014 summer camp.
“You know he’s a great coach, he brought me a long way,” Johnson said. “I cannot thank him
enough.”
LaChel House can be contacted at house13@marshall.edu.

Devon Johnson kicks up his heels with coach
Chris Barclay. RICHARD CRANK | THE
PARTHENON
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Discipline or abuse: Let’s hold
the judgement on Peterson
Minnesota Vikings running back Adrian
Peterson turned himself in to authorities
in Montgomery County, Texas, Saturday
morning after being indicted by a grand
jury on charges of reckless or negligent
injury to a child.
Peterson was booked and later released
after posting the $15,000 bond, according
to ESPN.com.
Peterson was deactivated by the Vikings for Sunday’s game, and the NFL said
it would review Peterson’s case under the
league’s personal contract policy.
All of this follows what could be the
worst week for the NFL after the domestic violence controversy with Baltimore
Ravens running back Ray Rice. The controversy following Peterson, however, has
not lead to the NFL covering events up
(yet).
Peterson’s attorney released a statement Friday saying his client’s conduct
“involves using a switch to spank his son.”
According to a report by Sports Radio 610
in Houston, Peterson removed the leaves

of a tree branch, which he referred to in
a police report as “a switch,” to strike the
4-year-old child.
Early reports did not have much more
information than that, yet people took
to social media and the comment sections of articles immediately criticizing
authorities for criminalizing Peterson for
disciplining his child.
“Now spanking your child is against
the law,” and “I got spanked as a child, I
turned out OK,” were among the common
themes.
However, even by Saturday night, not
much information had been released on
the events other than the Houston station, citing law enforcement sources, said
Peterson told police the incident – he referred to it as a “whooping”— occurred
in Spring, Texas, in May as punishment
for his son pushing another one of Peterson’s children. The boy suffered cuts
and bruises to areas including his back,
buttocks, ankles, legs, and reportedly, his
scrotum.

Peterson’s uncle told ESPN Peterson
was waiting to release a statement until
he was ready.
Photos were later released by the
Houston Police Department depicting the
bruises and lacerations on the boy after
being struck with the branch at least 10
times.
Texas law allows corporal punishment,
except when that discipline exceeds what
the community would say is reasonable.
So, is the grand jury who indicted Peterson just a bunch of sissy adults who
didn’t get “whooped” as children and
would never lay a hand on their children?
Or did Peterson go too far and cross the
line from discipline to beating?
Well, that’s hard to say, and might possibly come down to whatever you believe
to be right and wrong. But until the time
comes when more information about the
incident is available to the public, let’s
all refrain from crying foul on the police
department, as well as calling Peterson a
child-abuser.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

Column

Sure I’m shameless — it’s a gift
“Recognizing your talents doesn’t mean
believing they’re limitless.”

By GINA BARRECA

THE HARTFORD COURANT (MCT)
What three gifts were you
given at birth? I’m not asking
about your accomplishments
or achievements. I’m certainly
not asking what you made of
yourself, but I am asking you
to decide from what you were
made.
What can you speed through
faster than anybody else? What
are your get-out-of-jail free cards?
Most of us wouldn’t be able to
claim the way old-time Disney
princesses could, that our fairy
godmothers awarded us grace,
sweet natures and good looks.
Off-screen, our gifts are —
shall we say? — more varied.
Mine, for example, can’t
be found on any gift registry.
That’s one reason it took me
a long time to recognize them
as advantages and admit that
they’re precisely the traits that
make me who I am.
It turns out that my gifts, like
my sins, are ones of omission.
It’s not what I was born with
that matters: It’s what I was
born without. Since infancy,
I’ve had no shame, no fear of
speaking up and not even a hint
of perfectionism.
So think for a moment (but
not too long, this is about instinct) and decide what your
fairy godmothers, or the genetic code or fate gave you.
What did the benefactors, before you were born, choose
as factory-issued attributes
you’d be given to help you get
through life?
I asked my Facebook tribe
this question and more than
100 of them answered within
12 hours. I was surprised at
the clear constellations visible from the pattern of their
replies.
A friend in Brooklyn admitted that her curly hair is a gift
because it suits her, but explains it’s also her curse. My
friend is proud of her facility
for learning languages, because
this has allowed her to travel
easily as well as to live abroad,

and she’s relieved that her love
of the water allows her to hit
the pool without defining her
beloved daily swims as mere
exercise.
I’d see her gifts differently:
I’ve known her for more than
35 years and I’d say it was her
self-discipline — hard-won and
diligently maintained — that
makes her swim and makes
her feel at home anywhere on
the planet. The curly hair might
count as a basic ingredient: The
rest she’s earned herself.
But I discovered that the
best part of asking this question was hearing her say that
she was proud of something —
anything. If I’d asked her what
made her spectacular or what
she’s better at than other people, she would have mumbled
and denied that she could do
anything apart from wake up,
brush her teeth and maybe —
every once in a while when she
could no longer make excuses
— remind herself that she
could still do a few laps without
taking a break.
I think it’s time to appreciate
what we’ve got and what we’ve
done with what we’ve been given.
If you’re one of those people
who can fix any engine, understand every piece of technology
or prepare a memorable feast
from three chicken wings, two
pieces of Gouda and a leek,
shouldn’t you feel unapologetically grateful for these
birthrights?
Think about giving somebody
a present. Isn’t it wonderful to
see them use it? Isn’t it sad to
think what you’ve chosen for
them might be thrown into the
back of a drawer, neglected, undervalued or untouched?
Recognizing your talents
doesn’t mean believing they’re
limitless.
Accepting
your
strengths doesn’t lead to pride
but instead to humility; you’re
less likely to resent what others have if you understand your
own bounty.
Self-acceptance? That’s a real
gift.

Column

MCT CAMPUS

US should not be a silent partner
to Israeli settlement expansion
By JEREMY BEN-AMI

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Last weekend’s Israeli government announcement that
it plans to seize almost 1,000
acres near Bethlehem in the
occupied West Bank for the
purpose of building yet another
massive Jewish settlement
should be the straw that breaks
the camel’s back in Washington.
For decades, the United
States has greeted each new
settlement building announcement from Jerusalem with a
pious statement of disapproval.
Successive Israeli governments have blithely ignored
these protestations, and the
settler population living over
the 1967 Green Line has grown
from around 10,000 in 1972 to
around 515,000 today.
It’s time for the U.S. to make
its words mean something.
How can the world expect effective U.S. leadership and
action in dealing with hostile
actors across the Middle East
when even its closest friend in
the region flagrantly ignores its
policies?
What can Washington do?
Actually, quite a lot. Israelis

understand very well that their
country’s most important international relationship is with
the U.S. — the only ally it can,
in the final analysis, rely on, the
only one standing between it
and almost total diplomatic isolation on this issue.
So if the U.S. were merely to
state that it was undertaking
a thorough, top-to-bottom review of its policy toward Israeli
settlements, a review involving
all relevant departments of the
federal government, that would
certainly cause Israel to take
notice.
If the Obama administration
were to go a step further and
declare that it is the view of the
United States that settlements
are not merely “unhelpful” or
“illegitimate” but illegal under
international law as laid out in
the Fourth Geneva Convention,
ordinary Israelis would understand that their government’s
determination to push on with
settlements was causing real,
serious damage to the U.S.-Israel relationship.
Going back to the previous, clear terminology would
empower opponents of these
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settlement decisions within
the Israeli Cabinet, including
Israeli Finance Minister Yair
Lapid and Justice Minister Tzipi
Livni. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu would have to
explain to voters how he justifies his settlement policy in the
context of the harm it would be
doing to the U.S.-Israel alliance,
as well as the wider diplomatic
discredit Israel is facing around
the world.
The latest decision by the
government could hardly be
more negative and harmful,
both in its timing and intrinsic
nature.
It may be true that the land,
which is being expropriated
from five Palestinian villages,
lies within one of the settlement blocs likely to be retained
by Israel in any prospective
peace deal. But until there is
such an agreement, this kind of
land grab can only be seen as a
blatant unilateral move to create new facts on the ground.
This Israeli decision was particularly unfortunate coming
on the heels of the latest Gaza
cease-fire, which seemed to offer a new start for diplomacy in

tackling the conflict. One would
have thought, following that
war, that Israel would do everything possible to strengthen
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, who is
committed to diplomacy and
nonviolence. Instead, this move
undermines Abbas and reinforces his opponents, including
Hamas.
Israel’s leaders and its people also must own up to the
choice they face: Resolve the
underlying conflict with the
Palestinians by the establishment of two states, or leave
the conflict unresolved and in a
downward spiral.
Sadly,
Israel’s
present
government, as this latest settlement decision shows, seems
intent on making one wrong
choice after another.
The United States should no
longer be a silent partner to
never-ending settlement expansion. As a friend and ally,
it owes Israel and Israelis the
truth — unrelenting settlement
expansion undermines hopes
of peace, weakens and isolates
Israel, and harms the U.S.-Israel
relationship.
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TIFF 2014:

12 movies making noise, and
when you can see them

TIFF Bell Lightbox is a new film screening, exhibition and concerts hall in
downtown Toronto.
By OLIVER GETTELL

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
A pair of brilliant British scientists, a troubled woman searching for answers along the Pacific Crest Trail and a drunken
curmudgeon turned unlikely father figure are among the diverse
characters populating the buzzed-about movies at this year’s Toronto International Film Festival.
With the festival winding down Sunday, here’s a look at which
films are getting noticed and when they’re coming to a theater
near you.
“St. Vincent”
Bill Murray has been the toast of the festival, which declared
Sept. 5 to be Bill Murray Day. The 63-year-old actor has earned
strong notices for his performance in first-time feature filmmaker
Theodore Melfi’s dramatic comedy about a cranky Vietnam vet
who finds meaning in his life while looking after his neighbor’s
12-year-old boy.
The Weinstein Co. will release “St. Vincent” on Oct. 10.
“The Theory of Everything”
Director James Marsh’s biopic about the theoretical physicist
Stephen Hawking (Eddie Redmayne), his relationship with his
first wife (Felicity Jones) and his diagnosis with ALS has propelled
relative unknown Redmayne (“Les Miserables”) to the front of the
Oscar race for best actor.
Focus Features will release the film Nov. 7.
“Still Alice”
One of the most talked-about performances at the festival has
been Julianne Moore’s turn in “Still Alice,” a drama about a brilliant linguistics professor whose life is turned upside down when
she begins suffering from early-onset Alzheimer’s. The film is
co-written and co-directed by Richard Glatzer and Wash Westmoreland, based on Lisa Genova’s bestselling novel.
“Still Alice” is seeking U.S. distribution.
“Top Five”
Writer-director-star Chris Rock sparked a bidding war with his
comedy about a comedian (Rock) trying to reinvent himself as

a serious actor while preparing to marry his reality-star fiancee
(Gabrielle Union) and being interviewed by a New York Times
journalist (Rosario Dawson).
Paramount Pictures acquired “Top Five” for worldwide distribution; a release date has yet to be announced.
“The Imitation Game”
Toronto’s other British-genius biopic tells the story of the
mathematician, cryptanalyst and computer scientist Alan Turing
(Benedict Cumberbatch), who helped hasten the end of World
War II by cracking the Nazis’ Enigma code. The film also explores
Turing’s life as a closeted gay man at a time when homosexuality
was criminalized.
The Weinstein Co. will release “The Imitation Game” on Nov. 21.
“Wild”
Director Jean-Marc Vallee’s previous movie, “Dallas Buyer’s
Club,” won acting Oscars for Matthew McConaughey and Jared
Leto, and the interest level has been high for Reese Witherspoon’s
portrayal of a woman on a transformative 1,100-mile solo hike.
Initial reviews of the film have been somewhat mixed.
Fox Searchlight Pictures will release “Wild” on Dec. 5.
“Rosewater”
“Daily Show” host Jon Stewart took a three-month hiatus from
his TV duties to make his feature writing and directing debut on
this political drama about journalist Maziar Bahari’s 118-day imprisonment in Iran. The film, which stars Gael Garcia Bernal, has
garnered solid reviews. If its commercial prospects are somewhat
limited (this is a political-prisoner movie, after all), “Rosewater”
has a shot at emerging as a dark-horse awards contender.
Open Road Films will release the film Nov. 7.
“Nightcrawler”
After starring in “End of Watch,” “Prisoners” and “Enemy,” Jake
Gyllenhaal’s latest gonzo role is that of a nighttime crime-scene
videographer in the underbelly of Los Angeles. Gyllenhaal lost 30
pounds to get into character, which calls to mind McConaughey’s
similar feat for “Dallas Buyers Club” — though “Nightcrawler”
is probably too out-there to resonate with awards voters in the

Lars Wilde, of the German Film Commission, pictured Sept.
6, 2012, in Toronto, says this is the second international
festival he had attended this year.
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same way.
“Nightcrawler” will hit theaters on Halloween from Open Road.
“While We’re Young”
Writer-director Noah Baumbach’s follow-up to “Frances Ha”
stars Ben Stiller and Naomi Watts as a middle-aged couple whose
world is upended when a disarming young duo (Adam Driver
and Amanda Seyfried) enter their lives. Commercial and awards
prospects for the well-received film could depend on when it’s released, and with how much of a marketing push.
The New York-based indie distributor A24 has acquired “While
We’re Young,” with a release date yet to be announced.
“Love & Mercy”
Written by Oren Moverman and directed by Bill Pohlad, this
unique biopic tackles the story of Beach Boys co-founder Brian
Wilson from two sides: as a young man, played by Paul Dano, and
an older artist, played by John Cusack.
Lionsgate and Roadside Attractions have acquired North
American rights to “Love & Mercy.” A release date has not been
announced.
“Time Out of Mind”
Another Moverman movie, this one directed by him as well,
“Time Out of Mind” stars Richard Gere as a homeless man wandering the streets of New York and trying to reconnect with his
estranged daughter. Gere’s committed, transformative performance at this stage of his distinguished career could appeal to
awards voters, though the film does not yet have a release date.
“Time Out of Mind” is seeking U.S. distribution.
“Tales of the Grim Sleeper”
British documentarian Nick Broomfield’s film delves into the
chilling case of the South Los Angeles serial killer known as “The
Grim Sleeper,” so named because of the long period of inactivity
between some of his crimes. The film is a portrait of both Lonnie
Franklin Jr., the man charged with the murders, and the community he terrorized.
HBO Documentary Films has acquired U.S. rights to “The Grim
Sleeper,” which is to debut on HBO in 2015.

"8 1/2" is an installation by Atom Egoyan that includes clips form
the screening room sequence in Federico Fellini's movie "8 1/2."
Egoyan reverses the relationship between viewer and screen,
reconsidering the moviegoer's role in film.

